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Life in Confederate Arkansas

By MICHAEL B. DOUGAN*

 

ON SEPTEMBER 11, 1862, JUDGE JOHN BROWN, A CAMDEN, ARKANSAS MERCHANT-PLANTER OF SOME substance, wrote in his diary:

I arise early, feed my ducks of which I have about forty, look over the garden, yard, etc., and gather watermelons, say two or three for the day, of which we have a handsome sprinkle, a second growth on the vines. . . wash and eat a light breakfast, say a light roll of light bread and fresh butter with a cup of coffee---one half parched corn and the other genuine Rio. Then go down in town, see if any business offers, talk about the news, return home, eat fruit, read some poetry or newspapers, take about a tablespoon of good whiskey (raw) and dine. Then a nap of half an hour, up again. Eat our watermelons---go down street---do a little marketing or shopping, discuss the news, talk about elections, which is lately agitated, return to supper, usually a little batterbread of good sweet corn meal, some fresh butter and plenty of good buttermilk, and then shortly to bed for a profound nights sleep of about eight & and one half hours. Such is my usual routine (1).

The arrival of the Federals created conditions far removed from the bucolic tranquillity reported by Judge Brown. Long after the war a rustic woman gave to a pioneer in the use of oral history a vivid description of conditions on the Arkansas-Missouri border:

Hit shore was mighty hard for us gals endurin' o' th' war. Th' boys had all tuck t' th' hills, an' the' horses was all gone, an' nothin' for we-uns t' eat, nohow. . . .

Atter while they got t' killin' old' men even, so Paw he lit a shuck for th' timber, an' bushed up thar till th' war was plumb done. I warn't full growed then, only jest teenage, but me an' Sis made two craps 'ith a loke o' cowcritters. . . .

I mind when ol' Sterlin' Price was a-raidin', th' Choctaw Injuns was with him, an' they et up ever' last stalk of o' sugar-corn even---jest all set down an' peeled it an' clawed it for th' sweet. . . . We did make a leetle crap o' corn that year, but th' dang Yankees come an' tuck most of it. . . .

But two o' my own cousins did git kilt right in front of our house. I was a-feedin' 'em, an' they was shot down as they run for th' houses. Th' Yankees they jest laughed an' left 'em a-layin' thar in th' road, so me an' Sis had t' dig graves an' bury 'em. . . . Hit shore was turrible, them days (2).

Such conditions became more common as the war went on. Soldiers and bushwhackers destroyed the fields, robbed the poor and rich alike, and broke down the social order. Kansas troops, whose hatred of Southerners dated back to before the war, looked upon any property they found as their own, loaded it up, and shipped it back home (3). Federal officers dabbled in cotton speculation. One Kansas chaplain even used torture to get citizens to give him their 
money (4). The men in blue held no monopoly on plunder. A resident of Lake Village wrote in 1864: "What the Yankees are unable to get, our own soldiers---or other men in the army---seem to think legitimately belongs to them as spoils of war (5).

The most obvious and pressing need which faced the populace throughout the war was food. The war cut off the traditional supplies of flour and bacon from the North, and inadequate roads and the shortage of wagons limited the ability to obtain these commodities elsewhere.

The state's inability to feed itself became apparent in 1861 when the crops of the northwest, the state's largest grain producing region, almost completely failed. Coming on top a poor harvest of the previous year, a serious food crisis existed from the outset.

The situation worsened. In 1862 the wheat rusted, the oats were diseased, the corn was "a remarkable failure," and even the acorns (important as hog food) were bad (6). So bad was the harvest that it was said to be "manifest evidence of the displeasure of God (7)." To make matters still worse, an epidemic of hog cholera cut severely into the meat supply (8).

The next year brought some relief. The fields yielded a bountiful wheat crop, although part of it could not be harvested because of the absence of manpower. Nevertheless the price of flour declined from $35 to $40 a barrel to
$20 to $25 (9).

The 1864 crops were good, but since Federal invasion had caused much of the state to be abandoned, little could be done with it. Field upon field of fine corn in the Arkansas River valley grew to maturity and rotted. Thus, the last year of the war brought the greatest scarcity. "The spring of 1865," one veteran recalled, "was the most trying time. People ate anything they could get to sustain life, and some starved to death (10)."

The experience of Judge Brown in keeping his larder stocked was illustrative. Although well-supplied with money, Brown sometimes experienced lean times. The soldiers raided his poultry yard, killing the chickens and depriving him of his egg supply.

He finally butchered his hogs because he could get no feed. By the fall of 1864 Brown was down to "Hog and Hominy." During the spring of 1865 he reported that corn was unobtainable and that people were "almost at the point of starvation for bread (11)."

The Confederate army sometimes fared worse than the civilians. One soldier wrote: "We did well while our flour lasted, but when it came to cornbread with bran in it, it got a great many of us down [with] diarrhea and fever (12)." Troops in western Arkansas were the worst off. "It is contrary to our principles to have anything to eat," one officer reported (13). Following the fall of Little Rock, it became impossible to sustain the army from Arkansas foodstuffs alone. "The bulk of our subsistence," one soldier reported, "must come from Texas (14)." Thus even more strain was placed on the already harrassed commissariat. Impressment of wagons and teams followed, thus increasing the difficulties of the farmers in southeastern Arkansas still trying to raise crops (15).

Salt, an item of great importance in preserving pork, became scarce despite utilization of salt springs and other expedients. Prices soon rose, the result, it was said, of deliberate slowness of production. Public seizure in some instances followed, but salt prices remained high.

Medicines were also in very short supply. Quinine, the universal remedy, was frequently unobtainable even by the army (16). The people made do with roots and herbs.

Arkansas possessed very few factories, but the operation of these aroused considerable complaint. A cotton factory in Pike County, the only one operative in the state after the accidental burning of the mill at Van Buren, took Confederate notes at a discount. Many citizens were incensed at this lack of patriotism and talked of "taking forcible possession of his [Mr. Merrill, Manager] factory and using it for the benefit of the community (17)." Similar complaints were voiced against the thread factory at Arkadelphia (18).

High prices, the demand for specie for manufactured goods, and war profiteering encouraged farmers to raise their prices. Animosities between town and country, merchant and farmer, flared. The Confederate army, frequently unable to buy food, began impressing it. In the end everyone suffered.

By 1865 conditions in all areas were desperate. One commentator observed that "the soldiers did have something to eat if there was anything; but the women did not (19)." As a result of this scarcity, many (around Van Buren nearly 5,000) applied to the Federals, took the oath of allegiance, and abandoned the Confederate cause (20). In no other way could they survive.

The measure of Confederate success was morale. To a very large extent the history of the Civil War in Arkansas was the story of the erosion of the will to win. Since less than half of the white population ever favored Southern independence, Confederate officials found it difficult to sustain the public spirit.

Throughout the war much of the press sounded the patriotic note. Criticisms of President Jefferson Davis and the conduct of the war, so frequent in the East, were absent in Arkansas.

Mrs. Mary B. Eskridge, of the planter class, wrote approvingly: "The tone of our newspapers gratifies me very much---& I like the Gazette and Democrat too for they speak to the common sense and virtue of the reader, & they animate us in our retired homes to industry, management, and economy. . . .(21)."

But as the war went on, newspapers became rarities. Suspensions of the county press came first, as editors either went off to war or were unable to purchase paper. One planter, after asking William E. Woodruff to subscribe to the Little Rock Daily State Journal in the hope that it would prove a "living institution," observed, "I have been badly bit in newspapers this year---having paid in advance for no less than four, all of which have 'died off (22).'" Eventually the paper shortage got so critical that the leading Little Rock papers, the Arkansas True Democrat and the Arkansas State Gazette, became irregular. The Washington Telegraph, after the fall of Little Rock the only regular Confederate paper in the state, ultimately depended on the bounty of General Edmund Kirby Smith for its paper supply.

Newspapers played a vital role in sustaining morale. Like children, many citizens and soldiers were cheered by good news and ready to fight on, until some bad news came and they were all ready to quit. Merely the presence of a paper, a rebel soldier noted, "cheers us up (23)." But the absence of newspapers meant no news, and no news, everyone felt, was bad news.

Not all the press followed the patriotic line. A preacher found the editor of the Daily State Journal to be "alarmist," and complained, "he is always snapping and snarling at the goOne subscriber-patriot wanted his subscription stopped because "I am tired of it (25)." The Little Rock Arkansas Patriot, another paper sometimes critical of the authorities, defended such dubious activities as liquor distillation and trading with the enemy.

But these papers were the exceptions. More typical was Washington Telegraph editor Jno. R. Eakin, who took the position that "nothing could be more destructive to all hopes of success than opposition and dislike on the part of citizens to the military commander of the district (26)." Eakin accordingly suppressed criticism of the war effort or the leaders. He even apologized on one occasion for the letter by Rufus K. Garland, soon elected to the Confederate Congress, that was critical of the state of affairs (27). As the war went on, Eakin's patriotic editorials became increasingly vague and greatly at odds with the reality of the situation. Acting as though he was "a virtual one man Creel Committee," his twofold aim was "diffusing all reliable information and inspiring proper sentiments amongst the people (28)." But Eakin was honest. When Missouri Confederate Governor Thomas C. Reynolds approached him with some letters he had forged purporting to be written by an abolitionist to defector Colonel Edwin W. Gantt, Eakin refused to publish them (29).

Newspapers, however, had their limitations. News of far-off victories were of little assistance to those in immediate need. Morale could be sustained only as long as military protection and adequate supplies of necessities were available. Insecurity and want undermined the work of the newspapers, producing discontent and demoralization.

A few were pessimistic from the start. Judge Brown, a careful reasoner, concluded early that the South suffered from "too much swaggering and braggadocio." The North, he concluded, will rally around the president, and, with their stronger resources, overcome the South. "The only thing that can save us," he wrote on November 9 1861, "is dissentions among them (30)."

After the three-fold disasters of Vicksburg, Helena, and the fall of Little Rock, hope collapsed rapidly. One soldier found that giving up Little Rock was "the last hope for Arkansas (31)." Reports of foreign recognition dwindled, although rumors persisted. Editor Eakin wrote candidly: "We have been deceived in our expectations that the necessity for cotton would force European nations to recognize our independence. This delusion was a very demoralizing one. . . . (32). One observer stated in the summer of 1863 that there was an "almost universal disposition to skulk and hide," and that men were "fleeing to Texas to save their property who ought to have a mess kit over their shoulders (33)." Whereas at the time of the invasion of the state by General Curtis in 1862, the citizens had formed bands to hound his flanks and cut off his supplies, in 1863 the defense of the country was said to be "practically given up so far as those at home are concerned (34)."

The case of Edwin Gantt was illustrative. Before the firing began, Gantt, the Congressman-elect from south Arkansas, told an audience: "I will bring to her [the confederacy] all the best energies of my nature, my present and future hopes and prospects, my life, my all, and laying them upon her altar, offer them up freely in defense of her insulted honor, wounded pride, and priceless freedom (35)."

As a colonel in the Confederate army, Gantt participated in three Confederate disasters---New Madrid, Island Number Ten, and Fort Donelson. "His morals (between you and I only)," a friend reported, "have greatly changed. He can outcurse either of us, and as to the women, he is a second Aaron Burr (36)." Unable to obtain a commission as brigadier general, Gantt, in the summer of 1863, went over to the Federals, issuing an address to his constituents attacking General Thomas C. Hindman and Senator Robert W. Johnson and counseling surrender. Judge Brown correctly observed: "Most of those who were so willing to shed the last drop of blood in the contest for separate Government, are entirely unwilling to shed the first (37)."

With the decline of the martial spirit came the eclipse of spread-eagle oratory. Congressional candidate Rufus K. Garland observed, in comment intended against his original secessionist opponent, that "fulsome and unmeaning jargon about war and blood-shed expressed on paper or in long-winded speeches . . . all this has 'played out (38).'" Garland, who was supported by Judge Brown, defeated incumbent Grandison D. Royston in a victory Judge Brown felt showed a condemnation of the continuation of the war (39).

As the war progressed the countryside began to show the effects of the conflict. A Texas conscript noted that the reception accorded the soldiers by the women in 1862 was quite different from that of 1861.

As we came along, I can say there is but verry few vertious ones along the road we travailed. There husbands had one to the ware and they have for saken them. The men would go way on be fore & some would stay behind and go their houses and get all around them and such talk you never head among straingers. . . . Ile leave a little for you to gess at for fear some boddy sees this. There was so many would crowd up on the women that it was enough to scare them to do any thing but such as that was just as lots of them wanted (40).

Northerners too recognized the differences. "It would indeed be a most refreshing sight," one Yankee wrote home, "to see Calico & Hoops on a tidy woman or a decent suit on a man . . . all you see is long necked, yellow skined [sic] dirty women, & filthy children. Many of them as innocent of apparel as was Adam & Eve in the days of paradise (41)."

As enthusiasm for the war evaporated, many sought only to be left alone, regardless of their sympathies. One Southerner living near Fayetteville wrote the summer of 1863: "I am quiet and submissive, take no interest in what is going on, and am looked upon by them as a harmless, inoffensive old dotard. And indeed they are not far wrong in their opinion of me (42)." Since nearly all of Arkansas was under only nominal control by either side, the population found it necessary to be "shifty." One Texan noted disgustedly, "you don't know whether you are talking to a white man or a Yankee, it is the most degraded country I ever saw (43)."

Since many of the people had no initial enthusiasm for either side, their sympathies were frequently formed on the occasion. One German settler in northwest Arkansas observed: "Their tolerance [sic] so comprehensive that under one set of circumstances they operated as good secessionists, under another as equally good Union (44)."

A devastating raid by one side or the other alienated many residents. A Union brigadier general during Curtis's invasion became apprehensive that the excesses of the Germans in his command would drive the people into making guerilla warfare (45). A boy living in northeast Arkansas dated Confederate sympathy there to a Federal raid in 1864: "We grew up rebels from this cause (46)."

The most obvious sign of the times was bushwhacking. Beginning in the northwest Unionist counties, irregular bands of men under varying degrees of control fought their own private war. Judge David Walker reported in 1863 that "the spirit of resistance is stronger than ever, but it is, I fear, stimulated by revenge (47)." A Union occupation meant that the "Arkansas Feds" could get even. An Iowa colonel wrote from Fayetteville in 1862: "hundreds of Union men are comeing [sic] in from the woods & mountains Where they have been hid for months . . . secesh property melts whenever it comes Near them (48)." Under such conditions, life in the rural areas became perilous.

Deterioration in the country was matched by a similar decline in the towns. From the rural point of view, shared by many soldiers, the towns were strongholds of heartless speculators, full of "gold lace and brass buttons (49)." As one observer wrote, "There is not much love for Little Rock in the soldiers (50)."

For those towns abandoned to the enemy, the picture was bleak. Fayetteville was partially burned by McCulloch in 1862.

Van Buren had "an air of desolation pervading it (51)." Napoleon, a Union soldier reported in 1863, was "deserted, the houses---many in ruins, and all untenanted---make it a thing of the past (52)."

The population of towns under Confederate control often was greatly augmented by the influx of slaves, soldiers, and refugees. Civil government proved too weak to deal with the crisis. Martial law was invoked in and around Fort Smith and Little Rock on several occasions. Even so, corruption flourished. A soldier observed: "Our army was greatly contaminated by our stay at Little Rock, particularly the Officers giving themselves to licentiousness and drunkness, which has a demoralizing effect upon the men (53)." Drunkenness also became a problem among the Indians at Fort Smith. That town, a notorious place festering on the fraud and political jobbery of government Indian affairs, was described by Wiley Britton in 1864 as a "terrible hole of corruption." Britton claimed that if all the prostitutes were sent away, the number of remaining females would be "very small (54)." Confederate observers agreed, with one officer writing, "Most of the female society in and around Fort Smith is simply horrible (55)."

The run-down condition of the people was matched by physical decline of the towns. Symbolically, the Little Rock town clock ran twenty minutes late (56). The streets were a major problem. In Little Rock in January, 1863, a wagon headed for the graveyard full of bodies mired down and could not be removed until the next day (57). The following year the well-traveled Episcopal Bishop Henry C. Lay said of Little Rock: "I never saw such mud in any town (58)."

Morale in the towns, never high, soon declined. As early as December 1861, the Little Rock Ladies Soldiers Aid Society was "very poorly attended (59)." Army doctor J. N. Bragg noted caustically:

Last July, a year ago, the Ladies of this city could not do enough for the soldiers. . . . [But now there is] no friendly hand to do the last kindly offices, nor no friendly ear to receive the dying messages to a wife or Mother. Do these 'Angels of Mercy' visit the sick, now that their presence and influence is needed, more than at any other time! Do they come and perform those little acts of kindness and charity, which are so grateful to the sick, and only a woman alone can do Not a bit of it!! They never go near such places! but if you will stand on a corner any fine evening, you can see the dear creatures riding on horseback, in perfect shoals, each one escorted by a man and eighteen mittens, caring and thinking as much about the sick soldiers, as If they were so many sheep (60).

The soldiers did not neglect to complain about this attitude. One wrote: "The rich set back and seem to regard a wet and hungry soldier as something beneath their notice. They will certainly receive their reward (61)."

Regardless of the antipathy which existed between town and country, both took part in the most pervasive evil of the times, trading with the enemy. Some were forced to it by shortages of necessities, but most could make no such excuse. Although the Arkansas Patriot defended the practice, few others cared to do so.

The Gazette declared:

. . . trafficking with the enemy is, of necessity, demoralising in its tendency. Besides the corrupting hope of gain which always accompanies it, their agents, pimps, spies are admitted among us under its pretexts and pretences. Philip of Macedon made it his boast that he could capture any city whose gates were broad enough to admit a mule laden with gold: In words and practice he was a Yankee (62).

What happened to the morale of a community so corrupted was recorded by Doctor Bragg:

. . . some thirty or forty spools of thread, three or four pairs of scissors and a pocket knife have found their way into the great county of Bradley, and the result is that the people, even to the women, are demoralized. Confederate money is valueless to them when compared to the life of a chicken or a pound of butter, They are the most absurd people in the world (63).

By 1863 the evil encompassed the whole state. "Post officers," Judge Brown recorded, "get rich out of the Government---whilst the balance of the officers in command are drinking bad liquor whenever they can get it (64)." Doctor Bragg observed, "The people do not sustain the Government, they never have done it, and the result is, we see today, the hated Yankee and his hateful colors . . . over the fairest portions of our country. . . . It is a question of discussion whether the majority of the people really desire and long for independence (65)."

The war adversely affected practically every aspect of social and cultural life. Education suffered. In the region north of the Arkansas River schooling virtually ceased by the spring of 1862. Some schools were continued in the towns, or informally at home, but only in south Arkansas did academies continue to eke out a precarious existence.
So great was the danger that all formal education would disappear that one soldier urged his eldest daughter to learn rapidly since she might well have to teach the younger children herself (66).

The war also caused a notable deterioration in religion. Army life was not conducive to moral living. Officers and men, of good character at home, in camp fell into habits of drunkenness, card playing, cursing, and debauchery. Not until after 1863 did religious interest show any sign of improvement. While the genuineness and extent of the upswing cannot be measured, certainly sectarian squabbling increased. The Baptists objected when in Little Rock in 1863 an Army Church was organized. They complained that many of the chaplains were Methodists, and their preaching partook of the character of camp meetings, "if we regard noise and confusion as the characteristics (67)." Also preachers and religious materials were in short supply. One chaplain complained, "we have not one Army Hymn Book, no Tracts and few testaments, nor do I know of any command in the Trans-Mississippi District better supplied than we (68)." Nevertheless, for some, religion helped to sustain morale through the hard years of 1864-1865. One soldier in April 1863, noted: "I think I can see a change for the better in the army and the citizens of the country. . . and it needs but to put the Ball in motion to have one of the greatest Revivels [sic] of Religion that ever was 
witnessed (69)." Others found little cheer or comfort in religion. Complete loss of hope near the war's end was reflected in the diary of a woman living near Helena. On March 10, 1865, she wrote: "This is a fast day by Jeff Davis's appointment. None of its have regarded it though. The prayers and fastings of one or two will avail nothing (70)."

One of the most obscure aspects of the state's Civil War history is the life of the submerged quarter of the population held in bondage. Few letters survive that tell of plantation affairs during the conflict. The press rarely mentioned slaves or their activities. Yet in their way Negroes played a significant if silent role.

At the start of the conflict whites feared that slaves would cause trouble. By the summer of 1861 this concern had apparently vanished. Few signs of any slave conspiracy, revolt, or gross insubordination during the war have come to light. While slaves undoubtedly hoped for Federal success and while individual acts of resistance and sabotage undoubtedly occurred, there is little to support that the slaves actively prepared the way for the coming of the Yankees.

As the Federal armies moved into Arkansas, planters took precautionary steps for the protection of their slave property. From Chicot County, Charles C. Stuart reported in December 1862: "We have all moved our hands some distance from the River, but have no work of value to do and meat is very hard to get. . . .(71)" A number of planters who owned farms in different counties transferred their Negroes to one that seemed the safest (72). Others found moving an "almost impracticable thing to do as most of us are without money to support them when removed a distance from home (73)."

One answer was to send the slaves to town to be hired out. Of the six Mrs. Mary B. Eskridge sent to Little Rock, three had tried to escape and two were still determined to join the Federals in Memphis (74). Apparently a few owners were satisfied with this arrangement. One planter wrote: "I have no doubt that they are better off than at home (so near Gun boats) as from their accounts they get on quite well, which is decidedly different from the accounts of our neighbors (75)."

The actual test of slave loyalty came when Federal troops finally arrived in the vicinity. Some masters attempted to hide their slaves in the numerous woods and canebrakes. That this expedient was not always successful is indicated by the report of one owner that hidden slaves were "found invariably through bad faith of some of the 
Negroes (76)." Indeed it was Mrs. Eskridge's experience that "those I trusted most have deceived me most and will yet give me more trouble on account of their families (77)."

Of great concern to all planters was the impressment of slaves by the Confederate government. Beginning, in August, 1862, impressments were frequent and heavy. Impressment was followed in 1864 by the enrollment of Negroes for military labor. Judge David Walker claimed such action was not only unconstitutional but "is a thousand times worse than impressment, because there is no valuation or security for the return of property and no renumeration for 
time (78)."

Planters opposed government use of their slaves on the ground that it was harmful to the Negroes. Reports indicated "great mortality amongst the Negroes employed by the government caused by bad treatment and gross neglect of them in sickness for which there can be no reasonable excuse (79)."

Service with the army was feared most Of all. "I hope," one Chicot County planter wrote his agent, "You have not allowed any of my negroes to go with the marching army. Change is death to them. . . . I have lost so many of my men, I fear the loss of more (80)." Thus one planter gathered up his farmed out slaves and returned home, explaining, "I feared they would not be cared for and attended to in times of sickness and that I feared they would be more likely to be finally lost to me in the army than if I returned here (81)." Invariably there were complaints of favoritism against the authorities. Those with high placed friends, it was reported, "get theirs off when their neighbors are retained to do the work or die (82)."

It is not surprising that some planters put their investment in slaves above the Southern cause. "I have lost all hope," wrote one planter, "but at the same time, I deem it my duty to use every effort to save my property (83)." Therefore many planters abandoned their plantations, sacrificing their cotton and much other property which could not be hauled away, and moved to Texas (84). Official sources indicate that as many as 150,000 slaves were removed by their owners from Arkansas and Missouri into Texas (85).

Planters frequently expressed more than economic interest in their slaves. Efforts were made to keep in touch with absent slaves and see that they were well-treated. Mrs. Eskridge professed "a great desire to do what may be for the spiritual good of my Negroes. . . . (86)."

She instructed her agent to read them a few lines about home affairs and admonished them: "You must be faithful converted Christians and good servants, then I will never have to doubt you---& you will be returned gladly to your home & families. I hope Fagans read the Bible (87)."

Slaves away from home, whether in military service or civilian employment, caused trouble. Despite military supervision and strengthened patrol laws, the relocation of a significant part of the black population was not effected without problems. Although planters like Mrs. Eskridge urged their slaves to lead a moral life, the lax atmosphere of the towns tended in the other direction. Slaves from various plantations and regions were mixed together, a situation every planter considered "bad (88)."

In July, 1863, it was reported that in Little Rock, "in the vicinity of the Sabbath," a "grand quarter-race, on which large sums of money were bet," was held by the slaves. One main street was blocked by large numbers of Negroes, estimated at three hundred (89). The Arkansas True Democrat reported:

Not withstanding stringent laws and ordinances against Negroes hiring their own time, slaves hire houses, and have cook shops, beer holes, and other pretended means of support. They are flush of money; buy pistols and horses and get white men to bid for them at auctions. On Markham street, for two or three squares, every third house is a negro brothel, and where it is said, whisky is sold (90).

Either by flight or conquest many slaves fell under Federal control. Over five thousand served as Federal soldiers, and on plantations under Union control, others were put to work. Many more were employed to build and maintain fortifications.

When the word got around, often with assistance from the planters, that Negroes who went to the Federals were worse off than those who remained on the Plantation, "the mania for going to the Yankees has subsided (91)." Mrs. Eskridge reported that some of her slaves returned, "better servants from their trial of it. . . . .(92)." By June, 1863, a Union officer at Helena reported that the Negroes "hide from us like the dickins (93)." Finally the Federal army began to take all the male slaves and leave the women and children for the Confederates to feed. Hardship resulted. Amanda Swink asked for the deferment of her son from the army because: "I have 18 negroes here. The Feds took two. I have only 7 field hands, the rest are old sickly women and children. I can't make much of a crop (94)."

In the closing days of the Confederacy, Negro slavery was openly discussed for the first time in Arkansas 
history (95). Proposals were put forth to arm the slaves to defend the South, on the promise of emancipation after the war. Arkansas General Patrick Cleburne was among the initial promoters of the idea. Gradual emancipation was also discussed. "It is a peace proposition," wrote one soldier, "and as the people are very tired of war it may take. . . . It is a good deal talked in the camps (96) ."

The Washington Telegraph, on the other hand, opposed ending slavery, stating that "We owe it to God to sustain 
it (97)." Arkansas Unionists E. W. Gantt and Jesse Turner voluntarily abandoned the institution. Turner wrote the Fort Smith New Era that slavery was "doomed" and that he was "for the Union at all hazards, with or without slavery (98)." "A negro is as certain as Confederate money," one Confederate soldier had written in 1863; he was right, for by the end of the war neither was of any value (99).

In May, 1865, the war in Arkansas ended. Although Arkansas was only half Federally occupied, she was almost completely subdued in spirit and in material resources. Soldiers and civilians, blacks and whites, returned home, and the painful tasks of Reconstruction were begun.
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